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An American labour délegation visited the Soviet Union 
in the summer of 1951 at the invitation of the Central Coun- 
cil of Trade Unions of the USSR 

The group consisted of eleven members Leon Straus 
(Chairman of the delegation), Vice-President of the Inter- 
national Fur and Leather Workers’ Union of the US and 
Canada, Hilliard Ellis (Co-Chairman of the delegation), 
General Organizer, Local 453, United Automobile Workers 
of America, CIO, Chicago, Ill, Fred Saniat, member of 
the executive board of a Chicago local of the United Elec- 
trical, Radio and Machine Workers, Stanley Beczkiewicz, 
President of Lake States Council No 4, United Shoe Workers 
of America, CIO, Lee Candea, representing rank and fil- 
ers of the Hotel and Restaurant Employees International 
Union, AF of L, Warren Hoover, President of Local 751, 
United Electrical and Radio Workers of America, Niles, 
Ohio, Hector Jacques, representing a New York division ol 
the Distributive, Processing and Office Workers of Amer- 
ica, Marie Bowden, representing members of the Sheet Metal 
Workers’ International Assoc (AF of L), Los Angeles, 
California, Vincent Moscato, member of the executive board 
of United Retail and Wholesale Workers (CIO), New 
York, John Blackwell, Secretary, Local 14 of Mine, Mil} and 
Smelter Workers’ Union in Wallace, Idaho, Henry R Batke 
Jr, Chairman, Radio Committee, Local 931, United Electri- 
cal Workers of America, St Joseph, Michigan 
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The delegates, men and women of different political and 
religious convictions, represented different unions, including 
auto workers, miners, machine workers, sheet metal work- 
ers, shoe workers, fur workers, leather workers, united elec- 
trical workers, hotel and restaurant employees, and retail 
and wholesale workers—some AF of L, some CIO and 
some independent unions 

In Moscow, the delegation expressed the desire to be- 
come acquainted in detail with the Soviet people’s living and 
working conditions It planned its own tour of the Soviet 
Union, visiting Moscow, Leningrad, Stalingrad, Zaporozhie 
and the Crimea The delegates inspected factories, cultural 
institutions, hospitals, sanatoriums, children’s summer 
camps and a collective farm, and attended theatre, movie 
and concert performances 

When the delegation members said they would like to 
share their impressions of their stay in the Soviet Union, 
meetings with trade unionists were arranged ın Moscow 
and Leningrad The delegates spoke on the Moscow radio 
to tell their impressions to American workers 

The aim of this booklet is to acquaint readers with these 
impressions 
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Arrival at the Moscow airport 


WE COME TO YOU ON BEHALF 
OF AMERICAN WORKERS 


LEON STRAUS 
Speech at Moscow Airport 


Fellow trade unronists and people of Moscow and of 
the Soviet Union On behalf of the delegates who are here 
with me, and on my own behalf, as well as that of the work- 
ers we represent, I want to extend our greetings and our 
thanks for the reception as well as for the invitation to visit 
your country ` 

In America we have been told many things about your 
country. Some of the things are believed by the majority of 
the American people, some are not understood by the Amer- 
ican people, and some of us do not believe all the things we 
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are told We are happy to accept this invitation of the Soviet 
trade unions to see with our own eyes and hear with our 
own ears and learn the truth for ourselves 

We have been told that the Soviet Unioh 1s responsible 
for all the war-like preparations that are taking place in the 
world today Those ot our soldiers who fought in the last 
war against fascism, uniting with the Russian soldiers in 
the war against fascism, find that very hard to believe 

Therefore, ın conclusion, we come to you on behalf of 
the American workers and American people that we rep- 
resent with the desire to continue the full friendship that 
exists between the Russian and American people for many 
years, and with the hope that our visit may help in your 
country, as it may in our country, to develop that friendship 
to new and greater heights And we come to you with a 
message on behalf of the American people who we know 
want peace, with the hope that our two peoples will over- 
come any and all obstacles and see to it that we do have 
peace 


THE SOVIET PEOPLE DESIRE PEACE 


LEE CANDEA 
Radio Speech 


This is Lee Candea speaking While 1 have been in the 
Soviet Union just about a week some impressions have al- 
ready been made that are so strong I will never forget them 
For one thing, Moscow itself is a beautiful and wonderful 
city Its combination of new and old architectural and his- 
torical landmarks and buildings is indeed inspiring. Your 
Metro—or subway—.s an amazing, enduring achievement 
and again combines architectural, historical and decorative 
beauty with its spaciousness, cleanliness, correct lighting 
and ventilation, Your museums and libraries should indeed 
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be a pride of the Soviet people, and your parks enhance 
greatly the charm of Moscow 

Your widely developed housing construction and con- 
struction plans are something to be marveled at 6 
truly an indication of the desire for peace in this world, fer 
you couldn’t build so much if there were thoughts of destruc- 
tion 

It was a thrilling experience for me to go to the concert, 
the operetta and the ballet It 1s understandable why the 
theatres were so packed with music-loving people, for rare- 
ly have I seen such a high degree of artistry The music, 
dancing and singing will be an unforgettable memory 

İt is a pleasure to walk down the street and see the 
stores bulging with food, and flowers on every corner I see 
the trees and the growing greens as a sign of the Soviet peo- 
ple's love for those things that live Everywhere I’ve gone, 
down the streets, ın the suburbs, ın the Metro, ın the hotel 


On Soviet Square, Moscow 
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where I am staying, I seem to be sürrounded by happy 
people, smiling, warm, friendly faces 

I am deeply impressed by the large number of women 
who seem to be involved in every phase of your life here 
I’ve seen women as train engineers, subway station agents, 
conductors, technical experts in museums, department heads 
in the hotel, and yesterday when we visited the hospital 
for the railroad workers I saw a high degree of doc- 
tors and specialists, and I’m told that when I visit the 
different industries I'll have the opportunity to see and 
speak to a large proportion of women in jobs on every 
level, 

In our country there are, according to some AF of L 
figures, approximately 19 million women in industry How- 
ever, the major occupations in which they work are clerical 
work or white collar work, while one fourth of the 19 mil- 
lion are employed in semiskilled factory work domestic 
work, the clothing industry and in service industries In 
other industries or phases of life women are a great minor- 
ity. But while women are a minority in most fields in one 
question we are a tremendous majority We want peace, not 
war. Only peace 

Here ın Moscow I've seen and felt that peace 1s synony- 
mous with eating, sleeping and drinking, the necessities ot 
life I not only see it in the faces of the women but in their 
achievements and their participation in all the problems fac- 
ng - the people. I perhaps did not have the same level ot 
understanding till I saw all of the reconstruction gong on 
here and saw what the last war did to the people here Not 
to forget the millions of Russian heroes who lost their 
lives fighting against fascism 

We in Amefica too have suffered in the last war Many 
of our husbands and brothers were taken away from us 
never to come back And even though our land did not re- 
ceive the destruction your land has, the overwhelming major- 
ity of the American women, I’m sure, feel as I do that 1 


14 


don’t want war, for we want peace We want to have our 
homes We don't want to hate, we want to love We want 
our families with us I don't want my son to grow up to be 
a soldier, and all American wives and mothers fee] the way 
I do And if you hear there 1s confusion in America on this 
question, let me tell you the confusion is not on war or 
peace, the confusion may be on how to fight for peace The 
women's peace movement ın America 1s growing Mothers 
have banded together to cry out for peace and many of us 
are showing the way to organize and fight for peace, for we 
are sure that the American women, yes, the American peo- 
ple, when the truth ıs known, will join me ın calling for peace 
as proud Amerıcans and as a people proud of our old tradi- 
tion of freedom, for truly we want peace too 


۱ WAS ASTONISHED AT THE CARE 
GIVEN TO THE WORKERS 


FRED SANIAT 
Radio Speech 


The Central Council of Trade Unions of the USSR 
has made it possible for us to visit the Crimea and made it 
possible for us to visit some of the sanatoriums and rest 
homes for the workers of the Soviet Union I was astonished 
and amazed at the care given to the workers and their rest 
and at the small amount of money they must pay for their 
vacation Not only do they have the Black Sea for enjoy- 
ment while swimming, but clean homes and wonderful food 
plus all medical care that is necessary for them to enjoy 
their vacation period 

My own local union of the United Electrical Workers of 
America of the city of Chicago had just purchased a san- 
atorium for our people as I left there for my visit to the 
Euporean countries I know it will be many years before 
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we reach the peak of efficiency that you have ın your sana- 
toriums down in the Crimea With these medical sanato- 
riums you have it proves that the Soviet trade unions not 
only have the welfare of their workers at heart while work- 
ing in factories but also when they are vacationing for rest 
and peace from everyday life 

In conclusion I wish to quote our Lord Jesus Christ and 
just add a little phrase to his quotation 

"Let there be peace and good will toward all men of the 
world that they may live happily in peace regardless of their 
political views, regardless of what flag their country may 
be flying Let there be peace ” 


CHILDREN: THE COUNTRY’S FUTURE 


WARREN HOOVER 
Radio Speech 


Dear friends, I would like to express my appreciation 
for the splendid reception given to me on behalf of the peo- 
ple of the Soviet Union both ın Moscow and Leningrad I will 
confine my remarks to Leningrad We were given the same 
warm and friendly reception on our arrival in Leningrad 
We visited many places of interest. We visited several shops 
and were deeply impressed with the modern equipment 
and the lack of speed-up prevailing in these shops The facil- 
ities for protection of the health of the workers, their 
comfort, education and recreation were of much interest 
to us also 

We attended a ballet of amateurs, the cast of which was 
made up of workers and the children of workers 

There we were given an ovation of welcome and love 
I think was second to none, proving to us that the Soviet 
children have only a feeling of love and friendship towards 
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At a sanatorium for agricultural workers in Yalta 


the American people, for everyone knows that the affection 
of little children 1s sincere We witnessed a performance of 
ability quite beyond my ability to describe, a performance 
long to be remembered ۱ 

The people are to be encouraged to continue to raise 
their children in such pleasant and commendable activities, 
for the future of your country rests with the children of 
today, and given such training you will not have to worry 
about their. destiny in the tomorrows to come 

I know that the great majority of the workers of the 
United States desire only friendship with the people of the 
Scviet Union, and on my return I will give the message of 
friendship from the Soviet people to those whom 1 repre- 


sent so as to establish unity between our peoples 
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EMERGENCY BRINGS SPIRALLING 
PRICES IN U.S.A. 


HENRY R BATKE, Jr 
Radio Speech 


We all know that war means hardships, including death 
for-many of the fighting men, the soldiers Here ıs an exam- 
ple of what is the value of the talk about the so-called 
“equality” of sacrifices. The rich are able to attend college 
Thereby they are immune from the draft law The poor, 
however, have no escape and must therefore yield to many 
0] the hardships. Because of the so-called emergency with 
its continually spiralling prices, the working people have 
0 wage a continuous struggie trying to keep up with the 

rices and maintain. normal and decent living conditions 


In Petrodvorets, near Leningrad 
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Now İ don’t know of any average American who has. 
profited by war. Pure unadulterated murder, caused by the 
lust and greed of a few for power and riches! Millions of 
dollars are being spent for implements of war which do not | 
add to the happiness of the people I have met and spoken ` 
to. Nor do they help clothe the children or adults in ihe m 
sium areas of our country. 

The coloured people, because they are asking 5-5 the 
rights which they are guaranteed in the constitution of the ` 
United States, are being daily discriminated against.  . - 
The rich, however, seem to be doing well. Their profits 
in the past two or three years have doubled and in some 7 

-cases tripled. 

In the process of returning for war in the different in- 
dustries, the working man has been caught in a vise through- - 
out the country and left with not enough money. The food, 
clothing and rent bills, however, have to be paid. Even now 
a new tax law is ready to dig even deeper into the income 
of the worker, to the extent of about 800 dollars per year in 

ihe near future. 


LIBERTY CAME TOME | 
FROM ANOTHER COUNTRY 


MARIE BOWDEN. 00 e 


Statement to the Press 


I have come to the Soviet Union to investigate the con- : 
ditions of labour and to a great extent I must rely. upon an ` ` 
interpreter. The reactionary observer may be able to say 
that these interpretations are dishonest, but he will be in- 
capable of denying what I see with my own eyes. | 

I am incapable of isolating the labour question from the 
life of the Soviets as a whole. I feel that the economic status- 
of a Soviet citizen must of necessity reflect the political. and 
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mi ` Marie Bowden with workers of the steel mill in Zaporozhie 
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social status. I would. like to therefore deal with and com- 
pare the qualitative status of the Negro woman in America 
and in the Soviet Union. | | 

So very much I have walked since I have been in Europe 
that I have worn out the shoes that in my home I would 
have worn another year, not because transportation was 
not furnished, but because even a bus or automobile does not 


- enter the building of a factory or an opera for an evening’s 
‘` ° entertainment. | S | 


. I have met a hundred or more groups of people, and the 
slightest smile from me brought smiling responses, and 
more handshakes and dovés of friendship and peace and 
kisses. Can a reactionary deny this to me? I say no. I have 
talked to Soviet citizens by the dozens, who answered me 
in their own language, and there was no interpreter and we 
kept talking, and never in my life have I felt so loved. 
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In America there is a saying, “Say it with flowers.” 
This is an actuality in the Soviet Union. They met me with 
flowers, and clasped my hands tight, and more than that, 
they put theory into life. ۱ ۱ 

I never hesitated to believe Paul Robeson, vrhen he said 
that for the first time he had walked with dignity in the | 
Soviet Union. But Paul is nevertheless a man—a man whom 
many men would do themselves proud to walk in the image 
of, whom Negro people can be proud of, progressive people ` 
can take the leadership of, and whom reactionary people 
fear. Embodied in Paul are the pride, hope, aspirations ol 
the Negro people. Embodied in my Paul is the symbol of 

reedom, equality and peace with all working people, from 
all the world. Very truly I love him. 
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- lam a Negro woman, I come from the most oppressed 


` section of the United States of America. As such I had to 
| know what the position of a rank-and-file worker, a woman 


and a Negro woman would be in the Soviet Union. And 1 
say truthfully that some of the progressive theoreticians on 


the Negro question in the United States would be put to 
shame when it comes to putting into practice the actuality 
, Of their theorizing“ as compared to the Soviet people. ۱ 


Without taking any undue glory from the Soviet perform- 


ers in the opera The Tsar's Bride, I might say unqualifiedly 
| that I was truly the star of the theatre. After each act of the 
performance, while I was in the vestibule of the theatre, 
— hundreds of people crowded around me to greet me, to kiss 
me, to wish world peace, and especially peace with the 


Americans and Negro people in particular. A group of girls 
told me that they were daughters of workers and were study- 
ing at a higher techriical school for the work that they had 
chosen. They followed me outside when I prepared to leave, 


٠ to give me a dove of peace for my coat lapel. 


Some looked at me amazed that I had gotten from be- 


hind our iron curtain at home. I recalled the Statue of Liber- 


ly in the harbour as-I had left New York, with its inscrip- 


. lion saying, “Give me your poor and your humble." I had 
. been both, 


^ii, but her eyes were closed, yes, closed for all these 
hundred years, And the liberty for which she stood came 
to me from another country, from another people who knew 
how to give love, freedom and equality to all. . 


۱ ۱ ۹4 
1228 W. 37th Dr ive, 
Los Angeles, 4, California ۱ 
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| UNDERSTAND WHY 
YOUR WORKERS ARE HAPPY 


STANLEY BECZKIEWICZ 


Statement to the Press 


As a member of the American labour delegation I was 


accorded the privilege of inspecting the Skorokhod Shoe 


Factory. Upon arrival we were greeted by those in charge 


of the plant, and ushered into the plant. We were intro- . 
duced to the chief engineer, who described in detail the 


operation of the factory and ‘its background. After he 
finished, questions were asked by the delegation and he an- 
swered them. Being a shoe worker myself, I can fully ap- 
preciate what was said, and it gave me information ior 
which my people have to some extent sent me. 


. 
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What 1 saw amazed me, for the simple reason that I've 
never seen a plant so perfectly set up for the production of 
shoes, the-conveyer system being something new. This way 
of production does not exist in my part of the country, and 


for the whole of America you may-have about 10 per cent PEN 


using this method of production, most factories using the 


truck or rack to move the shoes from one worker to another. 


I consider this method far more efficient and less tiring on 


the worker, because it is a known fact that about 20 per cent ` 
of time is used in pushing and pulling under crowded con- 


ditions, This of course does not help to produce pairs of 
shoes, and the worker gets tired much faster. - m: 

. Another thing I noticed is the large number of women 
doing what in America are considered highly-skilled .jobs. 
In most of these operations mer are used and they consider 
it hard work, yet here women do it with such ease that I 
was amazed. The percentage in our shoe factories is about 
65 per cent men and 35 per cent-women, and women, doing 


mostly stitching or packing; here it seemed like 85 per cent. ` 
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۱ At the Skorokhod Shoe Factory 
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women and 15 per cent men, and women doing all types 


of work. | ` 
Another good impression vvas the fact that your fac- 


tory was very vvell ventilated and very clean. The same — 


cannot be said for most factories in America. This of course 
adds to the comfort of the worker and makes for more pro- 


duction. 
. There are no lay-ofis for workers.and they have social 


benefits. In America lay-offs are a plague to workers of the 


shoe industry, and social benefits are not common. Bach 


group of workers must fight their employer for whatever 


they can get from him, very often going on long strikes and 


often gaining a minimum of social benefits for their efforts. 
Your health and first-aid program for the protection of the 
workers’ health is something unheard-of in America. 

... We cannot forget that your school for workers is one of 


the newest developments ever heard of in the shoe industry. . 
By contrast, the American shoe industry says you can take 
a Worker off the street and make a shoe worker of him, but 


that is a costly and inefficient way and increases the cost of 


the shoe, for which the consumer must pay. 


I would like to express a personal message of thanks to 
all those’ who accorded me the privilege of seeirig the shoe 
factory, I can understand now why your produetion is high 
and your workers are happy and willing to cooperate to help 
their own cause, which of course means security on the job, 
no: lay-offs and increased pay as a result of their produc- 


In other words, I was very, very much impressed. 


3720 E. Birchwood Ave., 


‘Cudahy, Wisconsin, U.S.A. 
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FOR THE FIRST TIME I, A NEGRO, - 
WAS SHOVVERED WITH LOVE 


.— ` HILLIARD ELLIS 
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Statement to the Press 


l can now understand fully the rea$on the U.S. State” E 
. Department does not want Americans to visit behind the b 
Iron curtain," and especially Negro Americans. It is a [ 
known fact that the U.S. Government practises and encour- 
ages discrimination against its largest minority, the Negro >- 
people. This is amplified by the Jim Crow set-up in Wash- 
Ington D.C., the nation's capital, Therefore all measures are 
. taken to discourage Negro people from seeking the truth 
| about such countries as the Soviet Union. | | 
7 The Wall Street crowd fear the possible repercussion that 
۱ might come with the opening of the eyes of this most mili- ۱ 
ant section of the working class that could destroy the very ۲ 
foundation on which this Jim Crow system is built. It is now | : 
a Matter of fact that Negro people are relegated to the me- ` 
nial jobs, poor housing, least amount of schooling, and spè ` 
cial brutal treatment, | 22 
‘tit 1 consider myself fortunate and privileged to have seen 
II a Hew way in the Soviet Union that not only 6 
ra: 4 m leel proud as a worker but also as a Negro. I had been 
| d Capitalism afforded the best opportunities for . - 
te working people, that I, a Negro, should be proud to fight ` 


vd ۱ the Maintenance of our so-called “American, way of 


= 
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2 1 must admit that to be kept. in semislavery is hardly 
7 anything to be proud of or to be defended. In reality it | 
۔‎ o “shows the hypocrisy of those that yell the loudest about de- ۱ 
- Hocracy, and tell blatant lies about "slave labour" in the B 
| Soviet Union. | MC 
I have 
with h 


f ۱ 


Seen with my own eyes, have witnessed and talked 
undreds of workers, in Leningrad, Stalingrad, Mos- - 
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cow, 22001021116, and nowhere have I found this “slave la- 
bour." 


In fact, the workers work with a devotion which shows © 
they are the real owners of the plants. I have not once seen 
the “speed-up” as we know it in America. 


In the Soviet Union I found that people are given the 
opportunity to advance because of ability, rather than what 
5 : 


tock you vvere born from. 1 also found that the workers’ 
health came first, not 


t machinery or production. 
I also found tha 


there are no gouging landlords that | 
squeeze every penny the traific will bear out of innocent 


victims who must have shelter. In the Soviet Union the 
workers pay between three to six per cent of their earning 
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for rent. ۱ 
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The working conditions of the Soviet workers are ideal 
compared to conditions of workers in plants that I am per- 
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| At à Leningrad machine faclory 
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sonally familiar with. The factories thatd visited in the prin- 


cipal cities of the Soviet Union were clean, with good ven- 


tilation, with every type of Safety and health precaution 


chinery. to have their grievances processed, even to the ez. 


imaginable. V ب‎ EE 
İ also found that the workers have the necessary ma- 


tent that it could mean the removal of the plant manager. 


(Just imagine this happening at General Motors, U.S.A.) — 
The vacations are from 14 to 30 days for the workers. If 


Workers are absent from work due to illness, they suffer no 


loss in pay. 


e 


This explains why the workers look upon their jobs as 


working for themselves. This explains why there are no 


. Strikes. Can you imagine a carpenter building his own home 


Striking against building a dwelling for himself and his 


family? The Soviet Workers are carpenters, building their 


‘future homes. 


Being in the Soviet Union these few weeks, I have wit- 


nessed the pride with which the people are steadily improv- 


ing the beauty of their country, the cleanliness of the 


streets; I have seen no staggering drunks, no dope addicts, 
and no prostitution. | dë 


The Soviet Union allows those who believe religion to 
practise religion, Those who are not religious are not molest- 


ed. It is true that the church is forbidden to enter into pol- ` 


tics or engage in bingo rackets, And to my way of thinking 


that is the way it should be. 
To appreciate the high” cultural standard of the Soviet 


people, you must first look at the educational and cultural 


structure that is given to all citizens of this country. Instead 
of “pig alley trash,” there are culture centres, operas, con- 
certs, and healthy, decent films. And seemingly everyone is 
trying to improve his knowledge and develop the mind. This 
is true of the old as Well as the young. | | ۱ 

After living with these friendly people for these few 


Weeks, I must say 1 have never seen à more devoted people 
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Delegates Hilliard Ellis and Vincent Moscato 
in a Yalta barber shop 


to the causes which its leaders are fighting for, such as peace, 
building for Communism, and improving the health and 
wealth of the nation. ` - 

.. The late Franklin D. Roosevelt was loved by the com- 
mon people throughout America. I say from my obser- 
vation that Joseph Stalin is loved much more by the 
people of the 16 republics that compose the Union of Soviet 
Republics. Practically everywhere that you may go in 
this Land of Socialism the following three names ring out, 
Lenin, Stalin; and our great Negro leader, Paul Robeson. 
Robeson, an American and Negro, is loved by the Soviet 
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The rest homes.for the workers in the Crimea, the sum- 
mer camps for the children, the joy and singing that ring 


“ 


shop. 


` ‘out from everywhere, point up to me the freedom and appre- 
. ciation workers have for their country, I have seen many 
. human beings in my lifetime, but nowhere have I seen a hap- 
pier people. On every lip there is an expression of peace, 
peace, peace. That is the word that is heard most in this 
country, g | 
The children, adults, porters, doctors, intellectuals, all 
have something in common, and that is the desire for peace. 


And to speak of peace in this country shows a genuine un- . 


. derstanding of war. Most of us in America really cannot 
appreciate what war really is. I thought I had a good 
concept of war, but must admit that-even my imagination 

could not stretch to the real devastation and destruc- 

. tion that the peoples of the Soviet Union that I saw lived 
through. These people lost over seven million of their loved 

ones in World War II, saw their homes blown to bits, 


their places of work destroyed, towns demolished, food and - 
— Stock destroyed, and if Americans had a similar experience, - 


there would be more people in America speaking up for 
peace. | i ۱ 


. greatest pleasure that I have ever enjoyed, a new pride in 


being a human being, in being a Negro. Nothing can take 
^. this new insight on freedom from me. Here I went about as 


any other individual, not as a freak of nature or an oddity. 
I wonder what would happen to me if I walked into a barber 
shop in Stevens Hotel in Chicago, to be shayed, as I have 
done so often here in the National Hotel in Moscow? I can 
imagine my landing in an insane asylum because the ruling 


class would say that I would have to be insane to expect 


such accommodations from a shop other than a Jim-Crowed 


For the first time I, a Negro, was showered with love and 


affection. Not any “phoney or patronizing show," but real- 


genuine love, with such deep moral and human decency 


e 


that ‘is part of the Soviet people. - 


” 
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The Soviet people and especially the youth gave me the - 


I look forward to the day that they will achieve their goal - 
where the slogan, “To each according to his needs,” will be 
a reality, 0: 
And finally, the weeks I have spent learning a new way 
of life in the Soviet Union will help me in America to fight 


for freedom, peace, prosperity and good-fellowship of all 
mankind. ` | "E 


4810 West Cermack, ۱ 
Cicero, Illinois ۱ 


THE SOVIET UNION 
HAS A PEACEFUL ECONOMY - 


LEON STRAUS 
` Radio Speech” 


The delegation of American trade unionists has .come 
to the Soviet Union without any prejudiced notions. We  . 
 Tepresent different sections of the country. We represent: 
different unions, including automobile workers, miners, fur O 
workers, leather workers, shoe workers, united electrical 
xa vrorkers—some AF of L., some C.I.O. and some independ- 
ent unions. - ۱ m” ۱ 
We came with many questions on our minds and we 
` / found some of the answers to these questions in our visits to” 
Leningrad and to Moscow. Here we have seen already many 
plants. We have talked to the workers in these plants. We 
have not gone on any guided tour. When we arrived here, ` 
we asked to see the industries that we worked in ourselves. ^ - 
And so we were taken to these plants. In the automobile 
plant that we visited, for instance, in Moscow, where they 
produce the Moskvich, a car that we see so often in the city - 
of Moscow, we stopped and talked to the workers at random. 
We picked out the workers—no guides, no interpreters se- 
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lected special categories of vvorKers for us. VVe must have 
spoken to hundreds of workers. We asked them about their 
pay, about the rent they pay, about the money they pay for 
food, for clothing, we asked about their conditions, about 
their safety devices, about their insurance plants, their sick 
insurance, their old-age pensions, their vacation funds and 
so on. ۱ 

And we learned a great deal. We learned essentially 
that their working conditions are good, that they have insur- 
ance benefits for which they do not pay, that their children 
are well protected, that they go to rest camps paid for mot 
out of their pay. We learned that there is no speed-up. We 
learned that there is adequate protection against accidents 
and illness, We saw hospitals in each of the plants we 
visited. 

And we learned that this kind of production is not one 
that can take place in a country preparing for war, is not 
one that can take place in a country that wants war. This is 
production for peace. 

Every single worker we spoke to, every single citizen of 
the Soviet Union, has repeated that same wholehearted de- 
Sire to 118. I can speak out of personal knowledge of myself 
and that of the other delegates, having already spoken to 
hundreds and perhaps thousands of Soviet workers in the 


factories we visited. Their most earnest desire is for a free’ ` 


and for a peaceful world. 

We have seen children who have no hatred for Ameri- 
cans. We have seen these children express their love for us. 
Now anybody who is an adult, it can be said; can be indoc- 
trinated in a hatred toward Americans here in the Soviet 
. Union, if that were the policy of the government. But cer- 
tainly no one can say that children we meet in the street or 
a concert hall or a ballet theatre where they are perform- 
ing—no one can say that these children can be taught to 
lie and be deceitful, Their love and their friendship for 
us was sincere and honest and decent, and something all. 
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Inspecting a new workers’ settlement in Zaporozhie 
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Americans must respect and, through that, learn that . 
the Soviet people want peace, just as the American people 
want peace. m 

I want to call to your attention further that the utmost 
respect for our people and our nation exists here in the So- 
viet Union. Trade union leaders called to the- attention of 
the American delegation on July 4th that it was the Ameri- 
can national holiday, our day of independence, and they gave 
us toasts honouring our July 4th and in celebration of 
the freedom and independence of our land, with the wish that 
our land and their land shall continue to be free and at peace 
with one another. ۱ | | 

İ can only say that what we have seen has indicated to 
us that this country has a peaceful economy. The automobile 
plant we visited was built in 1947. That plant produces not ۳ 
tanks, not airplane engines, but small passenger cars for 
use by the people of the Soviet Union. .: S əx 

İ am informed that at this time unfortunately in our 
country there has been a cut of 40 per cent in automobile pro- 
duction in order for the reconversion to arms production to 
be able to take place. Here there is no cut-back in civilian 
production, as far as we have been able to see. We have 
only seen a greater desire to improve the peaceful activities 
Oİ this country, to get better and more 1000 in the bakery 
we were in, and to get better and more shoes in the shoe fac- 
tory we were in, and the same with automobiles-and every 
other plant that we have visited. ` ` m: 

۱ İ must conclude that in our country someone must be 

kidding us. These people don't hate us. They don't want war ` 
with us. They are building for peace. — LI 
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In the Moscow plant where the Moskvich cars ۱ 
are made 
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2 | ۱ IN THE GUEST BOOK 
| ۳ OF THE LOVV-POVVERED AUTO PLANT, 
۱ MOSCOW 


| The American trade union delegation expresses its appre. 
ciation and gratitude for the exceptionally friendly reception | 
given us by the workers of this plant. We have found it to | 
| . be clean and well-lighted, and the working conditions good. 
We did not see any speed-up. We talked to the workers and 
learned that they get good pay, and receive sick pay, vaca-- 
. tion pay, pensions and other social insurance benefits without 
deductions from their wages. The equipment we saw at the 
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۱ ۱ plant was efficient and up-to-date, and we saw finished cars 
coming off the assembly line. l l 
Congratulations. We stand for friendship between the 
/ Soviet and American people. We want firm friendship. 


Hilliard Ellis Leon Straus Warren Hoover 
Fred Saniat ۱ Vincent Moscato Lee Candea 
Marie Bowden . Hector Jacques John Blackwell 
Henry R. Batke, Jr. . Stanley Beczkiewicz 


IN THE GUEST BOOK OF ۲۲۱۶ ۷5 
HOSPITAL, MOSCOW 


The American trade union delegation to this hospital 
has found it to be clean, beautiful and scientific. — 
© ^ We were impressed greatly by the democratic and decent 
treatment of the workers who were patients. Their health 
seems to be exceptionally well taken care of. It is tremen- 
dously educational and exciting to us that all workers in 
your country are entitled to and get this kind of exceptional 
care and treatment. Please accept our thanks for the oppor- 
tunity to see the hospital and our congratulations, our heart- 


jest, warmest fraternal congratulations. - 
Leon Straus Hilliard Ellis ” Fred Saniat ۱ 
Stanley Beczkiewicz | ` Lee Candea Warren Hoover 
Hector Jacques . A arie: Bowden Vincent Moscato 
5 John Blackwell Henry R. Batke, Jr. ۱ 
d 
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A FREE AND HAPPY PEOPLE 


A Statement After Visiting Yalta 


The American trade union delegation with workers from 
New York to California and representing many of the major 
industries in the U.S., after visiting Moscow, Leningrad, ۱ 
Stalingrad and Zaporozhie, have come here to Yalta. 

İn the atmosphere of the historical significance of this 
city we are reminded of the time when a greater understand- ۱ 
ing existed between the American people and the Soviet peo- 
ple. For it was here that our great President Roosevelt 
and the leader of the Soviet people, Premier Stalin, met and 
made agreements that solidified our peoples in our joint 
struggle against those who wanted to enslave us, German 
fascism. | 

However, the friendship and unity that existed then be- 
tween our peoples has been partially destroyed. This has ` 

| been done by those reactionary influences in the U.S. who : 

7 try to besmirch Roosevelt's reputation and work, by those 1 
who cry out against the agreement reached in Yalta, by 
those who hate the social progress of the American people. 

` Those same interests, not representing the majority oj 
our people, have misrepresented the truth to us. And they 
have great power over means of communication, press and 
radio, 

We have been told that the Soviet people are hungry, have 
bad working conditions, that slave labour exists, and that 
the Soviet Union wants war. We did not satisfy ourselves 
with the word of those who invited us here, the representa- 
tives of the Soviet trade unions, about these things. Instead 
we talked to hundreds and hundreds of workers in many, 
many plants and cities. We spontaneously picked them out in 

plant at their bench and listened to them. The workers make‏ و 
a good living here in spite of economic problems caused‏ 
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by the destruction during the war by the German fascists, 
and they are well-fed, well-clothed, well-housed. They pay 
only five to six per cent of their pay for rent, for example. 

They have from 14 to 30 days a year vacation, they are paid 
when sick and have unions and collective agreements to 
protect them, We have not been able to discover any slave 
. labour. The people leave work spontaneously— surround us— 


‘answer our quéstions—ask of our conditions in the U.S. 


These are a free and happy people. 
_As to wanting or preparing for war—we have only seen 


production for peace: autos, tractors, housing construction 


for Workers—an economy of peace. And everyone we -spoke 
to expressed their great friendship for the American people 
and their greatest desire for peace. | ۱ 
Every city, factory, meeting, or person—bar none—sent 

a message to the American people through us calling for 

eace. 
١ We are convinced that it was impossible to prearrange 
all this—that thousands of workers would show such 2 
wholesome outpouring of affection, warmth and love as we 
have experienced. The sentiments were real. 

` This is only a preliminary report. When we complete our 
tour it will be finalized. At this point we can only conclude 
that we have been misinformed by those with selfish special 
interesis in the U.S.A. The entire people here believe 
friendship with the American people and want to preser 

eace, | | 
d We who are Americans, who love our country and who 
have only the best interests of the American people at heart, 
who believe in President Roosevelt's prime plea of unity and 
friendship and peace—here at Yalta—call for the redevelop. 
ment of that solidarity and friendship between the American 
and Soviet people without which peace in this world 15 im- 
possible. 


in 
ve 


We ask that any differences that may exist between our 


different social systems be settled by peaceful negotiations, 
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to the end that the most heartfelt desire of the American 
people—as we know ıt—and the same desire of the Soviet 
people—as we observed it—peace between our two peoples 
and the peoples of the world, can be attained regardless of 
any obstacles 


Lean Straus Hilliard Ellis Fred Sanıat 
Stanley Beczkiewicz Lee Candea Warren Hoover 
Hector Jacques Marie Bowden Vincent Moscato 
John Blackwell Henry R Batke, Jr 


Yalta 


MEETING WITH TRADE UNIONISTS 
IN LENINGRAD 


On July 4 the delegation attended a meeting of more than 100 
active trade unionists of Leningrad at the Gorky Palace of 
Culture N N Pshenitsyn, Chairman of the Regional Trade 
Union Council, presided 

Below are the speeches* made at this meeting by Leon Straus, 
Hilliard Ellis, Marie Bowden and Warren Hoover 


THE SOVIET PEOPLE WANT PEACE 


LEON STRAUS 


On behalf of my union—the International Fur and 
Leather Workers—and on behalf of the American workers | 
want to convey our deep friendship and hearty greetings to 
the Soviet people 

This 1s an especially important day for us Today 1s July 
4th, our day of independence, and we Americans, now 
far from our country which we deeply love and to which we 
wish the very best, take special pleasure in marking this 
day here at a time when we are working for firm friendship 
between our peoples, for international solidarity of the 
workers 

International working-class solidarity is something our 
peoples greatly need in this tense international situation 

The last time I celebrated July 4th, American Inde- 
pendence Day, in Europe was at the end of the second 


* Retranslated from the minutes recorded in Russian —Ed 
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world war We of the American army joyously marked 
that day together with your soldiers, who had won victory 
over fascism, who had won independence from fascist 
bondage 

Our American labour delegation has come here to ac- 
quaint itself with the living and working conditions of the 
Soviet people and with the hope that our visit may help to 
develop the friendship between our peoples to new and 
greater heights 

Much 1s said and written about the Soviet Union, and in 
the main these reports are distorted and coloured by the capi- 
talist press and radio These reports say that the conditions 
of the workers in the Soviet Union are frightful We have 
been told, also, that the Soviet people do not have any civil 
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At a machine factory in Leningrad 


liberties, that there 1s forced labour in the Soviet Union, and 
that the Soviet people want war 

During our short stay in your country we have seen 
many things and we are convinced (at any rate, I am) that 
in the Soviet Union there are all the civil rights and that 
Soviet workers have fine living and working conditions 
From my meetings with people here I have arrived at the 
firm conviction that the sole desire of the Soviet people is 
peace 

Other questions which interest us and to which I hope 
we will receive a full answer are these Is there enough food 
111 your country? Are prices rising? What are the conditions 
of your national minorities? 

We would like to see the labour conditions in various in- 
dustries, and we would like to know whether free choice of 
jobs exists in the Soviet Union The bourgeois press Says 
that there 1s no free choice of jobs in the Soviet Union and 
hence no freedom 

It should be noted that today, when reaction stands at 
the head of our country, the wheel of history has been turned 
back, back from the days when Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
headed our government Unfortunately the progressive labou; 
laws adopted during Roosevelt’s presidency have now been 
changed fundamentally and are operating in the opposite 
direction At the’present time such slave laws as the Taft- 
Hartley Act and Smith Act are being applied in our country 
And instead of continuing the efforts which wére begun by 
Roosevelt, our great president, the efforts for unity of the 
three Great Powers—the Soviet Union, Great Britain and 
the United States of America—the policy of our rulers has 
split the world into two camps 

As a result a colossal arms drive has begun in our 
country Huge sums are going for war preparations This 
naturally affects the living standard of the workers, which ور‎ 
constantly dropping, while the profits of the big corpora- 
tions are steadily growing 


44 


I want to cite some figures on this growth of corporation 
profits During the past year they equalled 40 billion dollars, 
while the cost of living has increased by 190 per cent in the 
past four years, the food you could buy for ten dollars be- 
fore the war now costs 24 dollars Besides, the average 
working-class family, which makes about 3,000 dollars a 
year, pays out 800 dollars ın taxes to the government Not 
so long ago the administration instituted a wage-freeze, un- 
der which workers’ wages can be raised by no more than 
10 per cent, while prices have risen and can increase two, 
three and four times over 

It should also be pointed out that many trade union lead- 
ers have now betrayed the working class and are acting 
hand in glove with the big corporations The only aim of 
such trade union leaders 1s self-aggrandizement 

But there ıs also a progressive trade union movement 
in our country, and it 1s growing daily Some of the pro- 
gressive unions are represented on our delegation 

In our country there are 11 independent unions which 
have been expelled from the CIO for refusing to follow 
the policy of its leaders Besides, there are progressive lo- 
cals in the reactionary unions 

The progressive unions have a total membership of about 
1,000,000 There are, for example, the electrical workers’ 
union, with 300,000 members, and our fur and leather work- 
ers’ union, with 100,000 members who, irrespective of their 
political convictions, support a progressive program A 
large number of workers in the mine, mill and smelter 
workers’ union, among the West Coast longshoremen and 
among the workers of the fish industry support a progres- 
sive program 

I could list many other progressive unions, but I think 
it 1s more important to point out that in a number of the 
unions headed by reactionary leaders many of the workers 
do not submit to the leadership Among such unions, for 
example, are the united steel workers, the united auto work- 
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ers and the united shoe workers, which are fighting for 
progressive demands and which do not submit to the pol- 
icy of their leadership 

However, I do not want you to get the false impression 
that progressive elements are the majority in the American 
unions No, today this is not yet the case, but I want to 
point out that the progressive locals are coordinating their 
actions more and moye I also want to note that local coordi- 
nation committees have been set up in ten cities in the Unit- 
ed States 

Still, it should be emphasized that the situation in our 
country is very difficult and we are up against a very strong 
opponent 

At the present time the employers are resorting to varı- 
ous methods to split the trade union movement Humilia- 
tion of the national minorities and persecution and lynch- 
ing of Negroes are continuing in our country 

In this situation of soaring war taxes, increasing perse 
cution of progressive leaders and abolition of civil rights 
we consider unity and the fight for peace most essential 
That is why our American delegation which is here "today 
fully supported the proposal made by US Senator Johnson, 
the American delegate to the United Nations, and by Soviet 
delegate Malik for putting an end to the war in Korea We 
fully support the proposal for a cease-fire and conclusion of 
peace in Korea 

In conclusion I want to tell about the great joy we expe- 
rienced when we saw that the Soviet people sincerely desire 
peace The Soviet people want peace, just as the American 
people want peace 

I want to thank you for the opportunity to visit the So- 
viet Union so that I can see everything with my own eyes, 
and I want to assure you that when we return our delega- 
tion will work to promote friendly relations between our 
peoples and world peace 
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WE ARE WINNING VICTORIES IN OUR FIGHT 


HILLIARD ELLIS 


Friends, I am honoured by this opportunity of speaking 
to you I know your country and have followed its progress 
for the past fifteen years, but I never thought I would have 
a chance to come here and see it all for myself and rejoice 
ın your achievements 

I’ve been here about two weeks, and so I can't picture 
it yet very fully myself, but everything I have been able to 
see has surpassed mv expectations This refers especially 
to the Soviet people's attitude towards me as a Negro Paul 
Robeson, whom vou all here probably know, spoke to me 
about this for many, many hours I think you would be in- 
terested in my telling you how the Negro people are treated 
in our country today 

As you know .(and I have no doubt you do) we, the Ne- 
gro people in the United States, are fighting for equal rights 
There can be no doubt that you also know that under the 
existing forms of administration in the United States we 
Negroes are ın the position of second-rate citizens, and very 
often, when we raise.the question of equal rights, we are told 
“Go to Russia ” I have had the good luck to come here, to 
the Soviet Union, and to see with my own eyes what the 
attitude to the Negro people is here When I return I will 
fight all-out for Negro rights 

If we take into account the nonsense spread by the 
Voice of America, many listeners will find it a bit: hard to 
understand what I am going to say. 

The Constitution has a series of amendments, like the 
13th, 14th, and 15th, giving the Negro people of the United 
States equal rights, but though they are native Americans 
they do not enjoy these rights 

In many parts of the United States you can come across 
such things, for example, as separate schools for Negroes, 
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separate hospitals, Separate places ol entertainment For 
the Negroes everything is separate And only because they 
are Negroes 

I should like to note that aside from all the suffering 
caused the Negro people, Negroes are further deprived of 
equal rights because there 1s not a single Negro in the gov- 
ernment The United States Congress has about five hundred 
members and it may be of interest to you to point out that 
there is not a single representative of the workers among 
these five hundred They are either representatives of the 
bourgeoisie or lawyers The 15,000,000 Negroes have only 
two representatives But unfortunately even these two don’t 
express the real interests of the Negro working people They 
support the policy of the big corporations and the big cap- 
italists 

| am sure that the majority of these injustices will be 
abolished and remedied when we have greater working- 
class unity and when the Negro people will be the masters 
of their own destiny Today, when a new war hysteria 1s 
50 Widespread in our country, this 1s 1mpossible With the 
war hysteria which we observe in our country, espe- 
cially during the past year, many progressive leaders are 
afraid to come out in defence of Negro rights They are 
also afraid to come out ın defence of peace, because those 
who come out in defence of peace, and in defence of 
Negro rights, are immediately called Communists and are 
hounded But I must tell you that the Negro peop!e are 
very well aware of the Soviet people's attitude toward 
Negroes 

I want to point out that today the Negro people no long- 
er rely upon the leaders of the organization known as the 
National Association for the Advancement of Coloured Peo- 
ple Under our leaders Paul Robeson and Ferdinand 
Smith we have set up the National Council of Negro Work- 
ers and, together with the progressive organizations which 
we here represent, and side by side with other progressive 
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organizations in the United States, we are winning victories 
in our fight 

I want again to thank the people of Leningrad, of Mos- 
cow and of the Soviet Union for making me feel like a free 
and equal person for the first time ın my life 


I HAVE FALLEN IN LOVE WITH YOUR COUNTRY 
AND YOUR PEOPLE 


MARIE BOWDEN 


. lam very glad to have this opportunity to thank the 
leaders of the Soviet trade unions for their invitation to visit 
their country and for the amazing kindness shown me dur- 
ing my stay in the USSR I have come to you as a rank- 
and-file worker ın a machine factory and a rank-and-file 
union member, as a representative of the most oppressed 
Section of the American people As an ordinary Negro wom- 
an, I have formed a definite opinion of your country I have 
compared the situation in your country with the situa- 
tion in the US and I will tell you briefly the results of this 
comparison. 

Although Negroes, as slaves, fought for their country’s 
independence. although Negroes fought against slavery, 
and although they fought—in special army units—to free 
the world from Hitler fascism, the Negro people are still 
treated ın the United States as a second-rate section of the 
population To ths day Negroes are being lynched In just 
the state of Tennessee 400 Negroes have been lynched since 

e second world war In California, from where I come, the 
police beat up Negroes practically every day Just last year 
four were killed 

During the last war a Negro woman was tied to a tree 
and pulled to pieces A Negro woman, Rosa Lee Ingram, 


and two of her sons have been in jail for three years now, 
although they committed no crime 


50 


The wife of one of the Negroes executed in Martinsville 
has received an eviction order 

In the field of labour the Negroes are also severely dıs- 
criminated against Only a few of them can find work, and 
for the Negro women jobs are almost impossible to get—dor 
them it’s either the menial work of a domestic servant or else 
unemployment Negroes are hired last and fired first. 

In the Soviet Union I have seen the tremendous difference 
between the living conditions of the Soviet people and 
the life of the American people 

I have seen buildings which were destroyed during the 
war against fascism I know very well that war brings death 
and destruction I know the tremendous sacrifices made by 
the Soviet people I know their strength—a strength whose 
equal it 1s difficult to find and impossible to overcome I have 
seen how life 1s being born out of the ruins, how big con- 
struction jobs are being carried out, how new houses are 
going up—houses for the workers, houses of culture, rest 
homes, museums, fine hospitals I have seen cleanliness ev- 
erywhere, exceptional cleanliness both in the streets and in 
factories, and this has made a great impression on me 1 
have seen what the Soviet Government 1s doing for the 
workers rest homes, hospitals, children's camps, nursery 
schools | 

If I did not have to go back to fight for better living con- 
ditions ın the ÜS, for freedom, democracy and peace, I 
would like to stay and live in the Soviet Union, because here 
I am treated with the same respect as all women are in your 
country, women who enjoy equal rights and opportunities 
and whose labour 1s so appreciated. 

Nothing in the attitude toward me ever reminded me of 
the country of the lynch law Everywhere we went ] saw 
happy faces I have fallen in love with your country and 
your people 

I greet the Soviet people and on behalf of my trade union 
I express the desire for peace with your counley: 
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I VVILL TELL ABOUT EVERYTHING 
| SAW IN THE U.S.S.R. 


WARREN HOOVER 


Friends, I want to thank the Soviet people for the ۰ 
tation tö come to the Soviet Union and to convey friendly 
greetings from the workers of our country 

I have come here as a representative of Local 751 and 
the Ohio district council of the United Electrical and Radio 
Workers of America to investigate labour conditions all over 
Europe, and when I return home I will tell about everything 
I saw in the Soviet Union to the 30,000 workers I represent 

I work in a shop manufacturing electrical equipment and 
atir president of our local, and I know that throughout the 
twelve years our union has been in existence all our locals 
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have been progressive. We have always fought for the vital 
interests of the workers, and we are continuing to do so. 

Our progressive United Electrical and Radio Workers has 
done everything possible to improve labour conditions, wages 
and services for the workers We have won a pay increase, 
higher pensions, longer vacations, and so on But because 
there were many people ın our progressive unions who tried 
to split our ranks, and also because war hysteria is so wide- 
spread ın our country, the employers were able to put pres- 
Sure on our workers All this brought about a split in our 
union, As a result our union now has slightly more than 
300,000 members left, out of more than 400,000 Büt we 
hope ın the next few years to reunite and increase the num- 
ber of our members. 

This split dealt heavy damage not only to the workers of 
our union, but to the entııe progressive movement in the 
United States Because of the lack of trade union unity the 
Workers now find it difficult to fight for their economic de- 
mands, for wage increases But thanks to the efforts of our 
progressive unions we are doing everything we can to raise 
the workers’ living standards, 

Everything I have seen and learned iri the US SR, en- 
courages one to fight for friendly relations between the work- 
ers of the US,SR and the workers of the United States, 
On the basis of all that I have seen hete with my ۵ 
I feel that we have every opportunity of creating a basis for 
developing friendship and mutual understanding so that the 
workers of all the countries of the world might raise their 
living standards and ensure peace. 


MEETING WITH TRADE UNIONISTS 
IN MOSCOW 


On July 17 the delegation met more than 350 representatives 
of Moscow trade unions 1n the Grand Hall of the Palace of Labour 
K S Kuznetsova, Secretary of the Central Council of Trade Un- 


ions of the USSR, presided 

Fred Saniat, Lee Candea, Stanley Beczkiewicz, Marie Bowden, 
John Blackwell and Leon Straus told the meeting their impres- 
sions of the Soviet Union and spoke about the conditions of 
American workers ! 


I HAVE SEEN THAT 
THE AMERICAN PRESS PRINTS LIES ABOUT 
THE SOVIET UNION 


FRED SANIAT 


İ address you today on behalf of three delegates from 
three different states We have all come to a unanimous opin- 
lon on the question I am now going to speak about 

Î must say I am very sorry our tour is coming to an end 
During this short stay in the Soviet Union I have seen many 
things of historic importance and significance I have seen 
your fine work 1n reconstruction to make the life of the So- 
viet people even better than it is now 

I have visited many factories and many shops ın) the 
Soviet Union and fiave come to the conclusion that they are 
all modern, well-equipped, clean and orderly, that they have 
all the conditions for good work I have spoken to a large 
RR 
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number of people and they have always willingly answered 
our questions, This goes for every city we visited 

I have seen that the American press prints lies about the 
Soviet Union, arid if this doesn’t stop I think it will spread 
only hate, mistrust and misfortune in our country 

But I.am sure that the truth will win out, and so are 
all the workers who are fighting for peace on this earth, 

During my stay in the Soviet Union I have seen that the 
Soviet people are büilding their future, giving the children 
A fine upbringing in the spirit of friendship and on a high 
Standard of culture, I am sure that in the near future the 
people of your country will enjoy the peace and happiness 
you fully.-deserve. 

In conclusion I want to thank our hosts—the Soviet trade 
unions and the workers of the Soviet Union—for their kind- 
ness and the wonderful reception they have given us during 
our stay in the Soviet Union It 1s a reception I will never 
forget, In return I can offer only my friendship and express 
my gratitude | 

I pledge that when I return I will tell only the truth, only 
what I have seen, so that on this basis we will be able to 
establish closer contact, and unity between our countries, 

Peace and happiness fot the nations of the world! 


HAPPY PEOPLE 


LEE CANDEA 


, İ am very happy to have this opportunity to say a few 
words here, | 
In a few hours we shall be leavıng the Soviet Union, AL 
though I feel a little sad at.leaving many new friends and 
atquaintances here, I am also anxious to return to my own 
land to tell the American workers my observations and con- 
clusions as the result of riy experiences here 
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n the folling mill department of the Zaporozhie steel plant 


During the lunch hour at a Leningrad machine factory 


I will touch upon one aspect of my experiences which has 
deeply impressed me—the Soviet people as I have seen then” 
and gotten to know them 

We were greeted at every airport, in every city, with 
strong handclasps of friendship We were brought flowers, a 
wonderful expression of warmth, love and friendship In 
every city we visited, you opened your hearts to us and gave 
us the key to your cities Wherever we wished to go we had 
only to mention it and it was arranged that we go—more of- 
ten—you offered us more than we could see You took us to 
concerts, theatres, operas and operettas No effort was 
spared that our delegation obtain the maximum amount of 
knowledge about lıfe in the Soviet Union, 


We visited plants, factories, rest homes, a bakery, a win- 
ery, children’s camps, a collective farm and many, many 
other places Wherever we went, we stopped the people at 
work, on the street, at random to ask questions and they al- 
ways responded with pride in their work, their country, their 
aims and their achievements ' 

We were all moved by the fast disappearing signs of the 
horrible destruction caused by the war unleashed by Hitler- 


ite fascism 
The Soviet people’s desire for peace 1s reflected ın the 


tremendous large-scale building, reconstruction and resto- 
ration program We found ıt incredible that ın just a few 
short years, such outstanding progress has been made, and 
with it, the rich development of culture in every form The 
Soviet people have been truly building for peace 

Much of the American press has resorted to outright 
slanderous lies, distortions and misquotations about the So- 
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At the Linotype Plant in Leningrad 


Our country 15 being mobilized for war There are pow- 
erful forces in our country who call for war These are the 
.same people who would gear business in our country to 
provide war contracts with tremendous war profits for a few 
people. These are the selfish interests who have refused to 
hear the voices of the American people calling for an end to 
the fighting 1n Korea and for peace with China and the whole 
world. Despite this, instead of treating tis as enemies, in your 
welcome to us you extended your hand of friendship to the 
American people. 

You told us you see the distinction between the Ameri- 
can people as a whole and those individuals who are ene- 
mies of all the working people of the world, of which we 
have our share in America 

We will never forget the reception we received in the 
children's camp, the spontaneous warmth, affection and love 
expressed when they surrounded us and sang to us It seemed 
to me that this could only be the reflection of their teach- 
ing and training This 1s quite a contrast to the atmosphere 
surrounding our children Through the radio, movies, tele- 
vision and our school system they are being taught what 
to do in case of an atom bomb attack When the Soviet 
children greeted us they weren't thinking of war, but of sing- 
ing ánd body building They sent their love to our children in 
America. They know of our country. They asked for our Paul 
Robeson.Their teachings of no diserimmatıon against any mi- 
hority groups and their sympathy for any oppressed people be- 
came sharply clear from their especially warm reception of 
our Negro delegates It therefore became very apparent that 
contrary to our American press the Soviet children have 
been indoctrinated only with pride for their country, respect 
for other fellow human beings and the rights of all people to 
live as equals, to live as they please, however they please and 
wherever they please. Such training helps to build for peace. 

All around we have received every conceivable sign of 
friendship We havé seen a happy people engaged in peace- 
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Lee Candea chats with members of the Ilyich Collective Farm, 
Zaporozhie Region 


ful and creative labour The standard of living is good. 
Wages are high Rents are amazingly low Food 1s reason- 
ably priced 

Trade unions here are free and strong ones, and they en- 
sure Soviet workers many advantages which American 
workers do not have 


In return for your friendship the only request you have 
made of us is that we tell the truth of what we have seen 


and heard in the Soviet Union, 
I pledge to you that wren I retuin home 1 will tell the 


truth about the USSR not only to the 30,000 workers who 
are members of the Hotel and Restaurant Employees Union, 
but to many other thousands whom I will meet I pledge to 
let the American workers know of your wonderful country, 
the wonderful people and of your sincere desire for peace. 
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WE HAVE LEARNED A GREAT DEAL 
IN THE SOVIET UNION 


STANLEY 666 ۶2 


First of all I should like to point out that I am very glad 
of this opportunity to spend my last day ın the Soviet Union 
with trade unionists and with Soviet trade union leaders 

We representatives of the American working class have 
visited Europe and Soviet Russia We have come with the 
object of promoting mutual understanding and solving 
problems that confront our two peoples 

| personally think that during our stay ın your country 
we have learned a great deal by our exchange of opinions 
on many questions We have also become acquainted with 
living conditions and wages Moreover, we have seen that 
the workers everywhere want peace We know that you had 
many difficulties resulting from the last war and we also 
understand that the country's prosperity and development 
cannot be achieved immediately after such destruction sas 
was caused by the war We have come here to establish 
closer friendshrp and collaboration, so as to work in peace 

1 thank you for the opportunity to visit your factories 
To me the shoe factory was of special interest because, hav- 
Ing worked a large number of years in this industry, 1 
wanted to know what difference there was between produc- 
üon methods in your country and ours 

After a warm reception. given us by the workers, the 
chief engineer of the shoe factory told us about the damage 
caused by the war and about the reconstruction work done 
since the war 

When we entered the shoe shop I was immediately 1m- 
. Pressed by the cleanliness, the order, and the abundance of 
light and air The next thing that made a strong 1mpres- 


ston on me was the high degree of mechanization ın all the 
Processes and the conveyer system 
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At the conveyer ın the Skorokhod Shoe Factory, Leningrad 


But though there was a conveyer system we did not ۰ 
tice any speed-up Another thing that struck me was that 
women were easily doing jobs which ın America are done 
only by high-skilled men workers When we asked workers 
whether the work was hard they always smiled and 0 


svvered, “No” 
As for the medical service and the first-aid facilities at 


the factory—this was a complete revelation to me I was 
especially impressed by the clinic which this shoe factory 
had In our country it 1s considered a big achievement if a 
factory has a first-aid station 

We trade union members and delegates feel that in the 
riear future representatives of the Soviet people may perhaps 
have the opportunity to visit our country, and we hope that 
11 such a delegation does come we will try to return 
the warmth, the attention and the friendship shown our 


delegation 
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An especially strong impression was made on me by 
the warm reception given us by the children of Leningrad 
and I extend my heartfelt thanks to them 

On behalf of the American workers I want to convey tq 
you our wishes for friendship and peace. 


IN THE SOVIET UNION PEOPLE ARE VALUED 
ABOVE ALL ELSE 


MARIE BOWDEN 


I am very happy to have received such a warm recep- 
tion from the Soviet trade union leaders On behalf of the 
people I represent I want to assure the Soviet trade unions 
that invited us here, as well as the chairman of the present 
meeting, that the whole truth about what we saw will be 
conveyed to the American people. l 

My position here today ıs somewhat unusual, yet I am 
proud that I speak both on my own behalf and on behalf of` 
one of the members of our delegation, Hilliard Ellis, who 
is ill and asked me to speak for him 

I think that only Comrade Hilliard Ellis and I can fully 
appreciate, more than the other members of the delegation, 
the conditions of the Soviet workers as compared with the 
conditions our workers have in the United States 

I should like to point out that Comrade Hilliard Ellis 
has a passport limiting his stay abroad and must return 
home earlier. He asked me to tell you that the "iron cur- 
tain” we hear so much about does not exist in the Soviet 
Union, but we did discover that there 1s a curtain of flow- 
ers here, and that in the Soviet Union, for the first time 
in his life, he felt he was a full-fledged human being with 
all the rights enjoyed by the entire people ۱ 

Comrade Hilliard Ellis represents workers in the auto. 
industry, and as a foundry man he was especially interest- 
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ed in foundry work We visited an auto plant, inspected the 
foundry shop and saw that the working conditions in the 
Soviet Union are very good, and that the mechanization 1s 
equal to the mechanization 1n the United States The safety 
devices we saw at the auto plant made a very big impression 
on Hilliard Ellis He said that when he returned home he 
would fight with all his energy for similar conditions for 
the American auto workers 

During our stay here we really came to understand that 
in the Soviet Union people are valued above all else We 
discovered, also, that everything done in the Soviet Union 
1s done for the workers Splendid working conditions have 
been created for them The Soviet workers have rest homes 
and sanatoriums, they have libraries, they go to the thea- 
tre The workers have opportunities for study and advance- 
ment, for which there are special schools, courses and col- 
leges The American workers, especially Negro workers, do 
not have such conditions 

It should be noted that the conditions of the Negroes 
have been growing steadily worse and worse since the end 
of the second world war Proof of this 1s the persecution 
and the malice toward Negroes, especially in the South. For 
Instance, Negro children can't study in the same school with 
white children, they can’t use the same textbooks. ۱ 

We have a saying in the United States the Negro 1s 
last to be hired and first to be fired I would like to tell you 
about the following case A week before we left, a whole 
block of houses in which Negro workers lived in a Negro 
district was burned down because a progressive leader 
lived in that district The well-known progressive leader 
Dubois, the historian, who has written a history of the 
Negro people, has been hounded for many 5 because 
he is one of the leaders in the American peace movement. 
Paul Robeson's passport was taken away from him De 
cause when lie returned home from abroad he told only. 
the truth, and not lies There are many cases of lynching 
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in our country As you know, the severi Martinsville boys 
vvere executed Today only four of the Trenton Sıx are at 
liberty 

I mention this here because it 1s impossible not to speak 
of this when you come to the Soviet Union, when you see 
the living conditions of the Soviet workers We know that 
there 1s no forced labour in the Soviet Union, and we also 
know very well that in the southern parts of the United 
States the status of the Negroes 1s that of semislaves At one 
of the factories we visited a worker came up to us, greeted 
us warmly, shook our hands and invited us to remain here 
and work That was the invitation of a man who 1s satisfied 
with his job I am sure that a man working under slave la- 
bour conditions would never make such a proposal 

When we return, Hilliard Ellis and I will tell only the 
truth about what we have seen and learned in the Soviet 
Union, and no representatives of the administration will 
be able to make us shut up because the workers know that 
if the speaker 1s a Negro worker—a representative of the 
most militant section of the Negro population of America— 
then he 1s fighting to throw off the same chains they them- 
selves are wearing 

Hilliard Ellis asked me to tell you that he has faith ın 
the American working class, and that he.has faith in the 
working class of the Soviet Union. If we work in close col- 
laboration and friendship we will guarantee peace 

In conclusion I want to convey wishes of friendship and 
happiness from the workers we, represent and wishes for 
every success in building the society in which péople will 
be guided by the principle from each according to his abil- 
ity, to each according to his 'nteds 
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۱ SAW FREEDOM AND HAPPINESS IN YOUR COUNTRY 


JOHN BLACKWELL 


I was elected by railroad workers of the city of Spokane 
and also by woodworkers and mine, mill and smelter work- 
ers of Idaho. I have come with a message of friendship and 
peace from the workers whom I here represent But I had 
difficulties in conveying this message of good will, peace 
and friendship owing to the stream of propaganda lies in 
the US press and radio I had difficulties in arranging my 
trip When I applied to the State Department for a passport 
and declared the purpose of my trip, I was refused I protest- 
ed against this violation of my rights The workers who 
elected me also protested They appealed to a number of 
persons, who helped me to get permission for the trip, And 
so, thanks to the pressure exerted by the workers we succeed- 
ed in having the original decision of the State Department 
revised The workers who sent me want to know the truth 
I have seen this truth with my own eyes 

I represent hard rock miners, and I live in the state of 
Idaho, where the Western federation of miners was found- 
ed by one of our leaders, who drafted the charter of the 
federation while in jail You workers know the name of this 
man who headed our fight He was William Haywood, whose 
ashes are buried ın the Kremlin wall It was then that we 
began our campaign for better working conditions and high- 
er pay But our first efforts to improve labour conditions 
produced no results because the employers did not listen to 
our demands There was nothing left for us to do but strike 
for our demands That was our first strike The workers 
played a militant part in that strike, proudly wearing strik- 
er’s armbands The government took a number of repres- 
Sive measures, going so far as fo set fire to the settlement 
where the miners and their families lived Police squads 
were sent out against the workers. 
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Our trade union was born in those historic days We 
fought for our demands for many years, but up until 1941 
we did not have any definite successes In 1941 our union 
won recognition on a national scale I was one of the first 
members of the committee which negotiated on wage ques- 
tions, and I have been on this committee ever since 

My colleagues and I returned from the army to find that 
a lull had set in in the working-class movement, but since 
1946 we have taken every measure to steer our work ın the 
proper direction We have scored a number of successes 0 
social insurance and technological improvements Now we 
are negotiating for a new system of social insurance and 
higher ۰ 

After visiting the coal mines in the Tula district I must 
say that the Soviet Government pays much attention to the 
conditions of the miners In conclusion I want to say that 
when I return I will tell the workers who sent me that I saw 
freedom and happiness ın your country I will convey a mes- 
Sage of peace and friendship to them 


THE SOVIET PEOPLE 
MAKE A GOOD LIVING 


LEON STRAUS 


I greet you on behalf of the president of our Fur and 
Leather Workers’ Union, Ben Gold, and on behalf of the 
100,000 members of our union ın the United States We have 
already spoken much about what we have seen ın the 
نا‎ S.S.R and we have made several press statements A full 
report has been made at a press conference 

During our stay in the Soviet Union we have received 
answers to our questions and the questions which Ameri- 
can workers asked us to get cleared up We did not see 
any hungry or starving people in the Soviet Union as we 
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were told in the United States we would On the contrary, 
we saw that the Soviet people make a good living They are 
well-fed, well-clothed and well-housed 

I see that you are smiling That was also the case in 
the several cities we visited in your country, but never- 
theless stories about “starvation” in the USSR are printed 
in the American press 

In studying your living conditions we saw that you 
have a system of social insurance which gives the workers 
splendid benefits as regards vacations, pensions, sick pay, 
and so on. Although some of the members of our delega- 
tion do not agree with the political system in your country, 
they declare that the American-working class needs such 
benefits 

We saw that civil rights exist ın the Soviet Union, all 
the rights of man are granted the Soviet people As a con- 
trast I-want to say a few words about labour conditions m 
our country Here is an example Since the beginning of the 
war in Korea about which our press has shouted so much, 
Huge sums have been invested in American industry, but it 
is not the workers who have gained from this It should be 
noted that there are several million unemployed and several 
4nillion part-time, workers, and that the number of unem- 
ployed is growing larger and larger in the industries manu- 
facturing consumer goods - 

İt ıs becoming more and more obvious to our workers 
that a war economy brings no benefits to the American 
working class, despite the fact that 60 billion dollars have 
been invested in industry On the contrary, prices have 
soared There is no price control in our country On the oth- 
er hand the government has instituted a wage-freeze This 
economic policy 1s leading us to a grave economic crisis 

A little while ago we had a talk with Chairman Kuz- 
netsov of the Central Council of Trade Unions of the 
USSR, and we told him about price statistics In par- 
ticular, I want to say that our Bureau of Labour Statistics, 
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which publishes the official figures, has had to note that 
food prices have increased by 132 per cent since 1939 As 
a rule, the Bureau of Labour Statistics "slightly" minimizes, 
it gives 1ncorrect figures A number of trade unions that are 
conducting research in this field testify that prices have 
increased by 190 per cent. For example, food prices this 
year are 24 per cent higher than last year Moreover taxes 
on the population have trebled A famuly earning 3,200 
dollars a year, which according to official statistics 1s the 
subsistence minimum, pays about 800 dollars a year in 
taxes ; 

While the living standard of the people 1s steadily drop- 
ping, the profits of the employers have increased sharply 
Let me cite an example In the four years from 1935 to 1939 
these profits comprised 5 5 billion dollars a year During the 
war, between 1942 and 1945, the yearly profits rose to 225 
billion dollars Between 1947 and 1949 they rose to 30 bil- 
lion a year, and ın 1950 to 40 billion 

Here 1s another example In a single year General Motors 
makes a profit of 4,000 dollars per worker, or more than the 
average worker earns in a year ın this company. 

Under the wage-freeze the worker’s pay can be increased 
only 10 per cent, while food prices can increase two, three 
and four times And though we are fighting against this, the 
wage-freeze bars increases of more than 10 per cent 

Although the working class has fought throughout its 
history for better economic conditions, this situation exists 
in our country today because the top trade union leaders 
have betrayed the working class and serve the interests of 
big business Nevertheless our workers are continuing their 
fight for better economic conditions The majority of the 
progressive unions which were expelled from the C 1 O. last 
year now embrace about 1,000,000 workers, headed by pro- 
gressive leaders 

Some of these progressive unions are represented on our 
delegation the electrical workers, the fur and leather work- 
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ers, the mine, mill and smelter workers and other ۰ 
The progressive unions include the West Coast longshore- 
men headed by Harry Bridges, the fishermen’s union, and 
so on The workers of these progressive unions are combin- 
ing their fight for better economic conditions with a fight 
against the CI O leadership which 1s betraying the interests 
of the working class 

. When the CIO leaders joined up with the big corpora- 
tions and supported their policy, it became clear to the Amer- 
ican Workers, especially to the Workers 1n these unions, that 
the CIO leaders are not defending the interests of the 
working people 

Aer 10۲ the leaders of the AF. of L, they do not have 
to be taught how to betray the working class They have 
learned this well in the course of many years, and such 
“trends” of the workers, say, as Matthew Woll and Wil- 
liam Green are teaching their assistants to hate the Soviet 
Union and to betray the working class 

The worsening of the economic situation has spurred 
the progressiye unions to organize coordination committees 
in major 011165 ın a number of states Coordination com- 
mittees have been set up in 15 Cities, consisting of represent- 
atives of the progressive unions, CIO unions and, to a 
lesser degree, representatives of AF of L unions. 

Besides close contact and coordination among locals, our 
unions also have contact on a national scale, However, we 
haye not yet succeeded in fully solidifying our ranks This 
15 one of the pressing problems facing our progressive labour 
movement ın the United States 

The betrayers of the working class who now head a num- 
ber of unions are showing their true colours more and more 
clearly James Carey has gone so far as to propose an allı- 
ance with fascism to fight the Soviet Union And though 
they are now 1n power, these leaders, like James Carey, who 
are calling for a struggle against you, won't hold their posts 
long 
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Trade union members look upon the Russian people, who 
fought German fascism, who were our allies in the war 
against Hitlerism, as our friends, and we look upon the 
German fascists as our enemies 

Our union has 15,000 war veterans, who know what 1t 
means to have the Soviet people as an ally, because the 
Soviet people’s struggle helped save our lives I have had 
the experience of personal acquaintance with Russiari sol- 
diers I will tell you that when, during the war, one of our 
big units was surrounded by the Germans in the Ardennes, 
we followed the radio reports of the Soviet advance with 
great attention because we knew that the advance of the 
Soviet Army was saving our lives I feel that I owe my life 
to the Soviet Army ۱ 

Despite the arrests and all the persecution in our country 
at the present’ time, I want to assure you that we are true 
and sincere friends of your country and will always remain 
friends of your people 

We will constantly call for peace and general disarma- 
ment because that 1s the way we can ensure peace, 

Long live friendship between the American and Soviet 
people and among the people of the whole world! 

Long live peace! 


THE REPORT OF THE DELECATION 
IN NEW YORK 


/ 


/ 
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Upon its return the delegation held a press conference in 
New York on August 9, which was attended by reporters from 
trade union and bourgeois newspapers. 
Leon Straus, Chairman of the delegation, read the following 
general report, me by all the members of the delegation. 
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The American trade union delegation that visited Eurepe 


“in ri July 1951 was composed of representatives of workers in 


A.F. of L., C.I.O. and independent unions from coast to coast. 
They came from the following industries: automobile, mines, 


Shoe, sheet metal, fur and leather, electrical and machine 


workers, distributive trades, department stores and hotel 
and restaurant workers. The delegates also represented a 
wide variety of political opinions. 


The delegation spent five weeks in Europe and visited 


the following countries: France, Italy, Poland and the Soviet 


. Union. In addition the delegates were able to spend a limited 


time in Berlin, Vienna and Prague, 
. The delegation went to Europe at the invitation of Euro- 


pean trade unions. In each country we were invited by lead- 
ing trade union federations and met with both trade union- - 


ists and their leaders. 


One thing that we found in every country we visited 


was a deep desire on the part of the people for friendship 


with the American people. Wherever we went, workers ex- 


pressed this sentiment. In some countries the degree of unity 
of workers, in their own interest, was greater than in others 


but in all countries we were made aware of this desire on 
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the part of all workers for friendship, and the most impor. 
tant message we were asked to bring back was that of peace 

Similarly, even though conditions of labour varied in the 
countries we visited, we found that everywhere working 
people have much to gain from the friendship of the Amer: 
ican people, just as we have much to gain from the things 
our delegation was able to see in the course of our visit. 

Here are some of the observations we made of labour 
conditions in the countries we visited 

France —In France we met many trade union leaders, 
representatives of various kinds of trade unions, in addition 
to visiting workers right in factories We met with leaders 
of the electrical workers’ union, metal workers’ union, min- 
ers, paper-box workers, fur and leather, and shoe workers, 
as well as with the General Secretary of the General Con- 
federation of Labour Brother Frachon From all of them 
we heard this message of friendship, international solidarity 
of labour and peace 

The delegation visited an airplane engine plant outside 
Paris called the Hispano-Suiza Plant We met workers and 
leaders of all the three major unions ın France-sthe General 
Confederation of Labour, the CGT (which has an over- 
whelming majority of workers unified in its ranks), the 
Force Ouvriére and the Christian Democratic Union For 
example, in this plant out of 3,400 workers, 1,860 were 
members of the CGT, 269 were members of the Force Ou- 
vriére, 299 were members of the Christian Democratic 
Union, and 380 were members of the Independent Union of 
Engineers 

We soon learned that the division of workers into many 
federations within the same factory inevitably weakens the 
workers’ strength and therefore their conditions For one 
thing, a very large percentage of workers were not members 
of any union. Their pay and working conditions reflected 
this They earn an average of 375 cents hourly. Without ex- 
ception all workers told us that they were unable to meet 
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the tremendously high cost of living on their salary Prices 
have skyrocketed in France just as they have in our own 
country. Workers informed us that the employers were mak- 
ing exhorbitant profits, while they, the workers, are unable 
to make ends meet. The delegation had an opportunity to 
observe housing conditions of workers and saw the most 
miserable hovels and shacks that it 1s possible to imagine 
with horrible plumbing and toilet facilities 

However, this report would be incomplete if it did not 
make clear that the workers of France are uniting more and 
“more and are fighting for better wages and working condi- 
tions The majority of workers have a strong labour organı- 
zation ın the CGT In the Renault automobile plant, which 
has about 35,000 workers, the CGT has 28,000 members, the 
Force Ouvriére—1,700, and the Christian Democratic Union 
—2,800. The CGT functions very effectively as a powerful 
organization of labour, with regular meetings, conferences 
and many struggles conducted for better working conditions 
Its concern for workers goes beyond the actual factory We 
were fortunate enough to be able to visit a camp owned and 
operated by the metal workers’ union, where we saw how 
the union makes efforts to improve the life of rts members 

French workers asked for support of the American trade 
unions in their struggles against their employers for a de- 
cent living wage They pointed out that the employers of 
America are giving every kind of assistance to French em- 
ployers with grants of money and machinery through the 
Marshall plan enabling them to make outrageous profits 

The French workers, on the other hand, are suffering 
more and more each year It is no wonder that they call for 
international solidarity between French and American work- 
ers to mutually improve our conditions 

italy —In Italy we met with active workers and trade 
unionists in the city of Rome as well as with leaders of the 
General Confederation of Italian Labour and its General 
Secretary Di Vittorio. 
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We discussed problems of American labour and an- 
swered their questions Similarly we heard from Italian 
workers about their problems There too workers pointed out 
the need for greater labour solidarity, as aid to the 1ncreas- 
ing strength of Italian labour in its struggle for better condı- 
tions We learned that the CGIL, like the CGT in France, has 
a great majority of workers in its ranks It has a member- 
ship of five million while the Christian Democratic Union has 
500,000 members and the Social Democratic Union— 150,000 
members 

The leaders of the CGIL including many who are them- 
selves Catholics and Socialists pointed out to us that when 
labour struggles take place, all workers, regardless of their 
affiliation, participate ın them, but that the only guarantee 
of greater progress of labour 1s consistent unity within one 
federation 

One of the most serious problems faced by Italian work- 
ers is unemployment, which has increased greatly. Unfortu- 
nately the Marshall plan has stimulated rather than re- 
duced this unemployment -This example was given to us: 
previously Italy produced a great deal of machinery which 
she had then exchanged for wheat from the United States, 
thus providing employment to many workers 1n.the machine 
industry However, under the Marshall plan the United 
States gave a great deal of grain to Italy Since there 1s no 
longer an exchange of machinery for this grain, many ma- 
chine/ factories have had to close down and workers have 
been thrown out of work To make matters worse, Italian 
industrialists were loaned 200 million dollars under the 
Marshall plan to buy machinery from the United States. 
Thus while they made a tremendous profit out of this trans- 
action, ıt hurts Italian workers by causing greater unemploy- 
ment Not only that, but workers, through their taxes, are 
forced to pay interest on this gift, thereby taking an ad- 
ditional cut in their standard of living We were told that 
there are two million unemployed workers and another two 
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million workers working part time This was confirmed by 
United Nations figures which indicate four million unem- 
ployed in Italy When one considers that the total labour 
force in Italy is only nine million workers we can get an 
idea of the térrific rate of unemployment 

As an example of how difficult it is for workers to live 1n 
Italy we were informed that a worker needs about 60,000 lire 
monthly in order to make ends meet The average pay 5 
30,000 lire monthly or about 50 dollars This is 50 dollars 
monthly, not weekly How can these workers be expected to 
make a living? 

But in Italy, like un France, the story is incomplete with- 
out indicating the tremendous struggle that the CGIL 1s 
conducting and the many gains this 1s winning for workers 
Last September, the workers through their unions won a 
‘Wage increase They have had to conduct many strikes, they 
have had a great deal of interference from employers, the 
government-and from those who are trying to disunite their 
erganizations But despite these obstacles they were able to 
— s additional eight per cent wage increase this last 

prr 

o As far as conditions are concerned we found that many 
Italian workers work 48 hours a week—eight hours daily 
sıx days a week, others work longer hours The union has 
been able to win a 20 per cent bonus for overtime work in 
some industries and a 50 per cent bonus an other industries 
Most holidays are paid as holidays and workers receive 
double time for holiday work Only a small percentage, of 
Workers have paid vacations The union has succeeded in 
eliminating discrimination of any kind in industry 

In going to and coming from East Europe we were able 
to halt in the United States zones of Berlin and Vienna Un- 
fortunately, we did not have opportunities to visit factories 
and discuss problems with workers However, we did notice 
one thing of great importance which we feel should be re- 
ported Here was the dividing line of Europe Here we saw 
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American soldiers serving as Occupation troops in Ger- 
many and Austria Here we began to see that the world 
is divided into two parts and that if there ıs to be peace, 
these two parts must learn to live together It 1s our convic- 
tion that this process 1s not being helped by the presence اه‎ 
occupation armies anywhere—whether they are American or 
Russian or any other > 

We visited Prague while in transit to Poland and the 
Soviet Union The day we spent in Prague waiting fer an 
airplane interested the delegation very much Throughout the 
city we saw many signs of American traditions, and influ- 
ences and backgrounds in housing, architecture and many 
other aspects of life We saw clean streets, well-organized 
social order, prosperous people and stores jammed with 
products If one were to take his eyes off signs in the 
Czechoslovak language he would think he was in a partic- 
ularly clean, prosperous American city 

These people too continually proclaim their friendship 
for the American people and ask only to live in peace with 
the rest of the world 

Poland — ln Warsaw we met with both trade union lead- 
ers and workers The thing that impressed us most in War- 
saw was the terrible destruction caused by the war We still 
saw whole areas levelled to the ground Even though the 
majority of the" devastatıon “has been repaired there 1s still 
a tremendous amount of construction going on in the city 
On every street, as far as the eye could see, in every direc- 
tion scaffoldıngs are still up in the front of every house 

We learned that one out of every 25 workers ın Poland 
is a building worker engaged in constructing new homes; 
that the most important task of the country ıs the rebuilding 
of Poland, that there 1s no unemployment, that the standard 
of living 1s constantly improving, that workers pay only up 
to five per cent of their wages for rent, that workers do not 
pay for social insurance or for many social services 0۰ 
ing nurseries for their children 
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As far as conditions of work are concerned there is gen- 
erally a 46-hour week consisting of five days at eight > 5 
per day and sıx hours on Saturday Workers are paid time 
and a half or double time for overtime work In some mdus- 
tries like the metal, chemical, mining industries, workers 
work 34 hours a week All the workers receive 70 per cent of 
their wages when they are sick, besides free medical treat- 
ment Workers who aré employed for one year receive two 
weeks’ vacation with pay, after three years they receive three 
weeks and after ten years—a one-month vacation 

We were able to quickly see why these people constantly 
told us of their hatred for nazi fascists who caused this ter- 
۲۱۵16 destruction by systematically mining every house, 
street and blowing them up with ۰, 

We could see why these people hate war with all their 
heart and appeal to us so earnestly for peace between our 
two countries We saw that this reconstruction of their coun- 
try was the most important thing to them—that all their en- 
ergy is devoted to rebuilding their homes and factories and 
the winning of a better life We were able to understand their 
desire that nothing should stand ın the way of this tremen- 
dous task ۱ 

Russia —Fortunately we were able to spend a good deal 
more time in the Soviet Union During our three weeks there 
We travelled by bus, auto, railroad, plane, motorboat and 
motor launch We covered over five thousand miles. We saw 
the cities of Moscow, Leningrad, Stalingrad, Zaporozhie, 
Simferopol and Yalta In these cities and their suburbs we 
Saw steel, auto and tractor plants, a shoe factory, a printing 
plant, a machine plant, a bakery, an electrical power sta- 
tion, a collective farm, subways, department and food stores, 
4 winery, apartment houses, churches, theatres, movies, mu- 
SeHms, parks, rest homes, sanatoria, hotels, children’s 
camps, a hospital and botanical gardens We were in barber 
Shops, beauty parlours and libraries We saw and spoke to 
thousands of workers 
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At the Lenin Dnieper Hydroelectric Station 


When we came to the Soviet Union and were received by 
trade union leaders in Moscow as we arrived at the airport, 
the chairman of our delegation, in response to greetings 
extended to us by the trade unions and people of the city, 
enumerated several questions that influence the thinking of 
American people and expressed our determination to fin 


answers to these questions. 
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Among these questions were the following: is. the stand. 
ard of living as low as pictured in the United States; are 
starvation wages in existence; do workers have enough food; 
are there inflation and price rises; is there slave labour; 
why are there no strikes; do people have civil rights; is there 
a secret police dogging everyone’s steps so that fear exists 
in the country; is there speed-up on the job; is there freedom 
of Teligion, is there free speech, press and radio; and most 
important of all—does the Soviet Union want war? 

We spent most of our time in the Soviet Union because 
it has become abundantly clear that the greatest differences 
that exist in the world today are those between the United 
States and the Soviet Union, and that unless greater under- 
standing develops between our two peoples these differences 
can only widen through the efforts of those who exploit these 
differences for their own selfish gain, until they would 
finally explode into a world war—a terrible holocaust that 
would destroy both our peoples and the world. Therefore we 
had to find out what this country and its people are like. 

We truly saw what they are like. They are ordinary 
people like people all over the world—like the American peo- 
ple. They too want friendship and peace. 

Here are the answers to the questions we asked: 

The workers in the Soviet Union make a good living. 
They are well-fed, well-clothed and well-housed. We did not 
see any hungry or starving people. The rents they pay aver- 
age from three to six per cent of their total wages. This 
may sound amazingly incredible to Americans but we per- 
sonally checked in every factory we visited, spoke to thou- 
sands of workers and found this to be the absolute truth. 
Workers receive from 14 to 30 days’ vacation every year de- 
pending upon their skill, length of service and productive 
ability. Their vacations are paid for by government funds 
administered by trade unions. Workers are paid when sick. 


Women,have two and a half months’ paid leave for maternity 
care. 
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Nowhere did we see any speed-up as we know it on the 
assembly lines of the factori s in America. We did see good 
equipment, modern machinery and safe healthful working 
conditions. The factories had plenty of air and ample win- 
dows and light. There is comfortable working space between 
machines and, generally speaking, factories and streets are 


kept even cleaner than homes. 
Despite the desire of the whole country and people for 


increased productivity, which is reflected in the payment of 
special bonuses for improved technique and extra effort, real 
Safeguards are taken against accidents. We found the work- 


ers’ health, age, and physical condition to be of prime con- 
sideration regardless and above all else. 


Vincent Moscato talks with a dairymaid at the Ilyich 
Collective Farm, Zaporozhie Region 
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In the orchard of the Ilyich Collective Farm, Zaporozhie Region 


During our tour we did not see a single worker who 
could be characterized as “slave labourer.” Workers sponta- 
neously stopped their machines when they heard that our 
delegation was visiting their plant and freely answered our, 
questions. They likewise asked us questions about our lite in 
the United States; Without any doubt, not a single worker 
“by word, manner or glance indicated any fear to us for his 
safety, family or his life. 

This question of "slave labour" became as much of a 
joke to the-American delegates as it. is to the Soviet people. 
So much so that on several occasions when we saw Workers 
relaxing or sleeping in the sun we shouted: “Wake up, slave 
labourer, you're not allowed to do that!" Or we kiddingly 
— “That poor fellow must have been worked to 

eath." 

In this connection our delegation agrees with the re- 
port of the C LO. delegation to the Soviet Union in 1945 v/hich 


included James: Carey, Allen Haywood, Joseph Curren and 
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Emil Rieve, and which said: "We were impressed with the 
character of the Soviet trade unions and with their many ex- 
cellent activities in promoting the interests of workers in 
economic and social vvelfare and cultural fields, as well as 
with the most far-reaching character of the social 
insurance system they operate which is designed to protect 
the working people and their families against all contingen- 
cies from the cradle to the grave.” 

What these trade union leaders saw in 1945, our delega. 
tion saw on a much expanded scale in 1951. We are there: 
fore unable to understand how it is possible for these same 
trade unionists today, without having revisited the Soviet 
Union, to repudiate everything they said before and sudden- 
İy unveil Hearst-like stories of “slave labour” in the Soviet 
Union—stories wich are nothing more than figments of their 
imaginations. ü 2. 4 

It is interesting to obseive that contrary to the horror 
stories of the so-called “iron curtain” as depicted in many 
parts of our press, this delegation had complete freedom of 
movement in the Soviet Union, There were no secret police 
following us around. Instead, in every city, we left our ho- 
tels when we pleased and we walked through the streets 
without guides or interpreters day or night whenever we 
chose to do so. We walked through and around the Red Square 
in Moscow on many occasions. The delegation feels com- 
pelled to contrast this freedom of movement with conditions 
in our own country. There were several other elected repre- 
sentatives of workers who were scheduled to come on this 
delegation. Some were not given passports, others had their 
passports revoked and still others were given restricted. time- 
limited passports. One of the delegates was refused his pass- 
port and only after considerable protests were exerted did he 
receive permission from our government to travel abroad. 

We call the attention of the American people to the need 
for a changed attitude on the part of our government on this 
vital question of freedom of movement. - 
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We saw complete freedom of religion in the Soviet Union. 
In every city we visited we saw both churches and people 
attending them. In Moscow several of our delegates who are 
Roman Catholics went to the Roman Catholic Church of 
Saint Louis on two separate Sundays. As is usual they 
found the same people there on the second time that they had 
seen previously. These people explained that they have been 
going to church in Moscow all their lives, that they attend 
church regularly and that nobody interfered with their right 
to attend. They said that while their children did not receive 
any religious training in school, they likewise did not receive 
any antireligious training. They pointed out that after the 
war, since their church had been destroyed, the parishion- 
ers had petitioned the government for a church and were 
given one free. The entire amount of the taxes paid by their 
church to the government amounts to two hundred dollars a 
year. The priest is paid by the congregation and does no 
other work outside his religious functions. 

With regard to Jewish people we learned that under the 
Soviet constitution anti-Semitism is a crime against the 
state with heavy penalties assessed for it. We found out that 
most Jews in the areas of western Russia occupied a promi- 
nent part in every aspect of the politicai, economic and cul- 
tural life of the country and many of them have received 
the Stalin prize for their contributions in these fields. Jewish 
synagogues function freely all over the country in addition 
to Greek Orthodox, Roman Catholic and other churehes. We 
learned that the place where Jewish culture and religion is 
most extensively developed is the Jewish national state ol 
Birobidjan where the Jewish people have their own newspa- 
pers and schools and where the Jewish language is taught to 
children. 

While touring plants and factories we learned that work- 
ers who are sick are sent home or taken care of by the hospi- 
tal attached to the factory or plant, without any loss of pay. 
Absenteeism is very low. Where it exists it is taken care of by 
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The delegation on Red Square, Moscow 


the workers and trade tinion organization through many 
discussions. Where it becomes incurab!e, chronic, workers 
are discharged and find jobs in other plants. There is no 
unemployment: Everywhere we went we saw “help wanted” 
signs. Due to the tremendous amount of reconstruction and 
peaceful expansion of industry, more labour is needed. 
We saw great numbers of women working in all jobs, 
categories and skills, including drivers of railroad trains. 

The. workers explained that they have no strikes in the 
Soviet Union because their country belongs to them. They 
explained that they are working for themselves and not for 
profits to be realized by any employers. Their production is 
turned back to them in the form of better and more abun- 
dant goods, making for a higher standard of living. 

They also pointed out that they have an effective trade 
union organization and strong collective bargaining agree- 
ments through which their comp!aints, grievances and prob- 
lems are quickly and satisfactorily adjusted with the man- 
agement. The unions are in a position to deal effectively with 
the management up to and including the removal of direc- 
tors who violate the rights of workers. 

We do not want to give the impression in this report, de- 
spite the many wonderful and advanced things we saw dur- 
ing our visit there, that everything is wonderful in the Soviet 
Union: There are some respects in which the Soviet Union 
‘would do well to emulate what exists in the United States. 
Perhaps most important of all we found plumbing facilities. 
inadequate. In the United States such facilities are also in- 
adequate in certain sections of the country, particularly in 
communities where working people, Negroes, Puerto Ricans 
and Mexican-Ameri€ans live. Yet the facilities there are not 
quite up to our standards. 

Generally speaking this is also true of the railroads. We 
realize that because of the devastating destruction of the 
war, the immediate needs of the Russian people were to re- 
build both industry and homes. Nevertheless, we wish to 
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point out that our railroad facilities are more advanced and 
much better than those in the Soviet Union. ۱ 

This was no guided tour. We were not given any prear- 
ranged program by our hosts. We were not carefully protect- 
ed and prevented from speaking to the people of the country. 
We informed the trade union leadership what cities and what 
factories we wanted to see. They took us to those places. 
When we visited factories, we selected the workers we talked 
to at random. In addition we spoke freely to many people 
in the streets; subways, churches, parks and museums. 

By speaking to hundreds of workers in the factories, we 
checked the stories of one another and against our notes, so 
that translators could not misinterpret what we were being 
told. In every factory we visited, we found one or two work- 
ers who could speak English and who conversed at length 
with the delegation. In the parks and theatres many students 
who are learning English came up to talk to us. So we had 
many ways of getting the exact and correct information that 
-— wanted and not that which might have been prepared 

or us. 

Everywhere we went we found a tremendous desire for 
friendship with the American people. Any idea spread by the 
press that the Soviet people hate us is simply ridiculous. 
Any idea spread in certain quarters of our country that the 
Soviet Government hates us is equally ridiculous. There is 
such love and support by the people for their leaders that if 
this were the case, then there would. be no question but that 
any hatred of America by the government would influence 
the people to likewise hate America. This is true in our coun- 
iry where large numbers of people are influenced by the pol- 
icies of our government. In all truthfulness there is burning 
hatred there for those in America who call for war with the 
Soviet Union, for those who advocate dropping atom bombs 
and for those who are in favour of continuing and spreading 
the Korean war. But for the American people there is only 
the greatest respect and friendship. As a matter of fact, Rus- 
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At a children” 


sian trade unionists in Leningrad celebrated our Indepena- 
ence Day, July Fourth, with the American delegation with 
the wish that America be free, independent and at peace 
with the world. 

Perhaps the greatest proof of the truth of all this is the 
overwhelming reception accorded to the delegation by chil. 
dren. In every instance in children’s camps, in theatres where 
they were performing, in- parks, streets and in all cities we 
were in, the children rushed over to send their love to the 
children of America. There are those in America who say 
that Russian children are indoctrinated by the Socialist so- 
ciety they live in. But if it were true that the government of 
the Soviet Union feels that the Americans are their enemies, 
surely then it would be reflected in the children of this country. 

On the other hand while it may be said that the people 
we saw in factories we visited were all prepared to falsely 
represent their opinions and conditions to us, still no one 
can say that children can conceal their real feelings. Chil- 
dren cannot be taught to falsely represent love for hatred. 
And these many experiences convinced us on this point. 

So we have come to the conclusion that someone has 
been trying to pull the wóol over the eyes of the American 
people. As to preparations for war, Stories in our country 
have been completely misleading. We have seen only peace- 
ful economy with no reconversion for war production. Auto 
plants we saw continued fo produce passenger cars. There 
was no reconversion in order to produce tanks, airplane en- 
gines. Tractor plants continued to produce tractors. One ol 
the biggest steel plants in the country in Zaporozhie is not 
producing cannon, armour plate or ammunition but is turn- 
ing out rolled steel for peacetime machinery and equipment, 
including automobile. The biggest industry in the Soviet 
Union is still production of building materials and actual 
construction of housing for workers. We have not seen the 
construction of one ait-raid shelter and in Moscow we lived 
in a hotel across the street from the Kremlin. 
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At the steel mill in Zaporozhie 


One question was sharply pointed up for this delegation 
and that is the absolute equality of all peoples, nationalities, 
races, regardless of sex, in the country that has very many 
nationalities. This was shown in the special attention paid 
by the people wherever we went to the Negro members of 
our delegation. There is no Jim Crow discrimination against 
the coloured peoples in their housing, work, pay or culture 
Or in anyrespect. There are nojailings of minorities or lynch- 
ings of people because of their colour. The coloured .peo- 
ple and minorities eat in the same restaurants, sleep in the 
same hotels, go to the same beauty parlours and barber 
shops. This occurs not on the basis of their passing for white 
but because of the conscious policy that there is no discrimi- 
nation against any human being. 

Even though some members of our ‘delegation served 
their nation in the armed forces of the United States in 
the last war at the battlefronts and saw what damage war can 
do, this delegation was shocked by the extent of déstruction 
caused by the last war in the Soviet Union. In Stalingrad, 
for example, not one single building has been left standing. 
We learned therefore why these people hate war. Ten million 
people were killed. In almost every family bitter memories 
have remained. We began to appreciate why the most burn- 
ing desire of everyone in the Soviet Union is for peace. Ev- 
ery greeting, every farewell, every Soviet worker we talked 
to cried out for peace. In Leningrad an old woman textile 
worker told us what misery war had caused in her personal 
family and begged us to convey her feelings, the feelings of 
the workers in her plant and the feelings of the people in her 
city for a peaceful world. 

At the bread-making factory in Moscow the workers told 
us that they wanted to continue to make more and better 
bread for their people in a world of peace. The workers in the 
tractor plant in Stalingrad told us that to them war meant 
the death of one-third of their city’s population and the destruc- 
tion of their entire city. How could they possibly want war? 
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In Zaporozhie the children in the eamp, some of whose par- 
ents were killed in the last war, movingly expressed their 
earnest wish for a peaceful world in which their future would 
be secured. 

In Yalta, where workers were resting in sanatoria get- 
ting well or vacationing, they flocked around the American 
delegates asking why any disagreements arising out of the 
differences in our social systems could not be negotiated 
through peaceful means. 

We were asked why our government was ringing the 
world with military and aviation bases. We were asked why 
the military alliance aimed at the Soviet Union—the North- 
Atlantic pact—was concluded. We were asked why milliards 
of dollars in our economy are being spent for war prepara- 
tions. We were asked why in the very halls of our Congress 
government officials called for war against the Soviet Union. 
We were asked why hoodlums were permitted to attack Unit- 
ed Nations’ Soviet, representative Malik and his associates 
in their car, as an overt gesture of enmity. We were asked 
why peaceful trade between the Soviet Union and the United 
States was stopped by the American government. ۱ 


Conclusion. 


In every country all the workers of all political beliefs 
and convictions, of all religious faiths—young and old, men 
and women, have told us of their earnest desire for peace. 
They cannot understand and neither can the members of 
this delegation understand those few madmen who keep on 
calling for war. How can anyone understand the man who 
stands up in the halls of Congress and shrieks that we 
should drop the atom bomb on Moscow? No one can under- 
stand how in this day and age a civilized country can in- 
crease armaments, make military alliances and instruct its 
generals to chart out new wars. 

We told the Russian people—as we tell the American 
people—that we want universal disarmament. We want the 
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Russian army to be disarmed and demobilized. just as we 
want the American army disarmed and demobilized. We et: 
changed greetings with the Russians on the occasion of 
America’s national holiday of July 4th, honouring American 
people, at which time we called for independence for all the 
nations and freedom for. all the people. In Yalta, where the 
historic conference of wartime allies fighting against fas 
cism took place—where our late President Roosevelt enun- 
ciated his principles for world peace and freedom—we called 
upon the Russian people as we now call upon the American 
people for universal, everlasting friendship. The only pacts. 
We ask for are peace pacts, not military ones. The only bonds 
We ask for are those of friendship and not those created by 
money or by selfish alliances. 

We hepe that this message will be distributed as widely 
through America as the message we delivered to the Rus- 
Sian workers and the Russian people was distributed 
through the Soviet Union. We spoke on the radio there and 
Said these same things. Not önce were we told what to say, 
even by suggestion. Not once'were we asked what we were 
501118 to say. Never did we have to submit.a prepared text 
in advance nor was anything we said censured. Our articles 
and interviews were printed in the Russian papers. This free- 
dom of press and radio is such that while a tremendous 
number of newspapers and magazines 6 printed and rea 
by practically everyone and while almost all the people have 
and listen to radios there is still a demand for more. 

Ve bring this report to you as a public service in the 
best interests for the American nation, with our most fer- 
vent hopes for a greater America in a world of peace. 
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